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day out to deliver services to hundreds
of Nevadans. I relied on them every day
to do my job, and I couldn’t have done
it without them. I am profoundly
grateful and forever grateful to each
and every one of them.

Thank you to my colleagues for mak-
ing my time as a Member of Congress
unforgettable. I made so many friends
here, friendships that will last a life-
time.

Thank you to all the staff in the
House of Representatives, including
the floor staff, the cleaning crew, the
kitchen staff, all of you whom I en-
joyed many great conversations with.

Thank you to my family and friends
for all of your unconditional support.

Thank you, once again, to my con-
stituents for putting your faith and
trust in me. I am blessed and honored
to serve you and grateful for the oppor-
tunity to give back to the State and
country that has given me and my fam-
ily so much.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Thank you to the people of Nevada for
your support and the opportunity to serve
you in the U.S. Congress. I will always fight
for you.

Muchas gracias a toda la gente de Nevada
por su apoyo y por la oportunidad de
servirles en el Congreso de los Estados
Unidos. Simpre luchare por ustedes!

Mr. Speaker, may God bless Nevada
and may God bless the United States of
America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARSHALL). The gentleman from Ne-
vada will provide the Clerk a trans-
lation of his remarks.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 31
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois)
at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious and merciful God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

The Members of the 115th Congress
return to the Capitol for the final days
of legislative business. We ask Your
blessing, O Lord, upon them, for they
face potentially difficult negotiation.
May they be filled with a surfeit of wis-
dom and patience.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. COMER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNIZING DREW AND LIZ
WHITE

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mr. and Mrs.
Drew and Liz White of Union County,
Kentucky, for recently being named
Kentucky Farm Bureau’s 2018 Out-
standing Young Farm Family. This
award recognizes young farmers be-
tween the ages of 18 and 35 who have
shown strong leadership potential and
farm management skills and have
achieved consistent financial success
in their farming operations.

Drew and Liz come from families
with rich histories in farming. Drew is
the fourth generation to live and work
on his family’s farm, established by his
great-grandfather during the Great De-
pression. Under Drew’s management,
the farm has grown and experienced
success with raising cattle and a mul-
titude of crops.

Liz also grew up on a family farm
and enjoyed showing saddlebred horses
during her youth. She worked at a
local winery throughout her high
school and college years before becom-
ing an occupational therapy assistant.

The couple have both been exten-
sively involved in the local agricul-
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tural community through the Future
Farmers of America organization, the
4-H, and the Kentucky Farm Bureau.
Their efforts have not only benefited
Union County, but are a model for
other young farmers throughout the
Commonwealth.

On behalf of the First District of
Kentucky, I congratulate Drew and Liz
White on their outstanding success and
wish them the best as they continue to
grow their farming operation and their
family.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CONNIE
MITCHELL

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Connie
Mitchell, an iconic civil rights activist
and leader in the Rochester commu-
nity, who passed away on December 14.

Connie dedicated her life to the pur-
suit of equality and racial justice, and
her commitment to breaking down bar-
riers was truly awe inspiring. She was
the first African American woman
elected to office in Monroe County,
winning a seat on the board of super-
visors in 1961. She was a role model in
the fight for equality. Her contribu-
tions helped to open the door of oppor-
tunity for so many people in our com-
munity.

I join all of Rochester in mourning
her passing and extend my prayers and
deepest sympathies to the entire
Mitchell family.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUSTICE
WILLIAM NEWSOM

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I wish to
talk about a very special person in our
community who recently left us. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to pray tribute to a gen-
tleman of exceptional generosity, deep
principles, and extraordinary wit: Jus-
tice William Newsom, or, as many
called him, “Bill.”

A dedicated public servant with a
commitment to the arts and conserva-
tion, he leaves a lasting legacy for
America. Any one of us who knew him
considered him a cherished friend.

Bill was a proud fourth-generation
San Franciscan, who was born to a
large Irish brood. As a commissioner of
the San Francisco Superior Court,
judge on the Placer County Superior
Court, and then California Court of Ap-
peals judge, he worked relentlessly to
uphold liberty and justice for all.

Again, Bill’s charitable and civic
contributions to our city and our State
are legendary. He was endowed with
great decency and humanity and took
the golden rule literally. He considered
an injustice and indignity to one an in-
justice and indignity to all.

A passionate student of natural his-
tory and a lifelong enthusiast of the
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outdoors, Bill worked relentlessly to
preserve the beauty of God’s creation.
His leadership on a vast range of con-
servation and environmental organiza-
tions was vital in protecting clean air,
clean water, and public lands for our
children and grandchildren.

Bill also understood the power of the
arts to bring us together and dedicated
decades to fostering beauty, culture,
and the arts in the bay area and around
the world.

Again, all who were fortunate enough
to call Bill a friend knew him as a bril-
liant man of letters, a tireless cham-
pion of civic causes, and a trusted con-
fidante of unsurpassed empathy and
generosity. But it is Bill’s profound
love of family that we will miss the
most.

Bill’s favorite role was that of patri-
arch, or paterfamilias, of a big Irish
brood. Family trips to Squaw Valley
and Dutch Flat were his great joy, and
he relished every opportunity to share

books, stories, and special moments
with his family, especially Irish 1lit-
erature.

Mr. Speaker, I will include in the
RECORD an obituary written about Bill
Newsom that I think everyone should
read. It is about a person so special
that you merely have to read the story
to find it believable that somebody
could accomplish such things with dig-
nity and grace.

Mr. Speaker, his obituary says that
Justice William Newsom was pater-
familias of a pioneering San Francisco
family and a revered figure to his fam-
ily, including his wonderful daughter,
Hilary, whom we all love, and his son,
Governor-elect Gavin Newsom, whom,
unfortunately, he will not see sworn in,
but he did see him elected Governor in
November.

Again, he is a fourth-generation San
Franciscan, born to a large Irish
Catholic brood in Depression-era San
Francisco. His story is really the story
of America.

Again, throughout his life he served
the community with great, great dig-
nity. His civic and charitable commit-
ments were substantial, serving on the
Board of Regents of the University of
Santa Clara. The list goes on in terms
of education and the arts.

Sometimes, Mr. Speaker, we lose
someone whose passing makes it seem
like an entire era has vanished, but
that is not so with Bill Newsom be-
cause he left such a legacy for us to
continue to enjoy.

Again, he is survived by Hilary;
Gavin; his beautiful grandchildren,
whom he enjoyed so much time with in
later years; and so many friends who
revered him.

I want our colleagues to knew this
very special person made a mark on
the lives of so many of us in the great
State of California and our country. If
you have a moment, read his obituary.
It is a story of America, of the Amer-
ican Dream of a great Irish American
family, a pioneer family in California.

Again, when Gavin is sworn in the
first week of January, we will all take
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such great pride in the love that his fa-
ther had for him and his sister, Hilary,
and know that he is looking down from
Heaven on that blessed day for the
State of California as the Newsom leg-
acy lives on.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 17, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 17, 2018, at 1:36 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 54.

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 69.

That the Senate passed S. 645.

That the Senate passed S. 2322.

That the Senate passed S. 2599.

That the Senate passed S. 2827.

That the Senate passed S. 2863.

That the Senate passed S. 3461.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 2606.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 6227.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 1318.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 4032.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 4431.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 6160.

Appointments:

Cyberspace Solarium Commission.

Syria Study Group.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 18, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 18, 2018, at 9:14 a.m.:

That the Senate agrees to the House
amendment to the bill S. 1311.

That the Senate agrees to the House
amendment to the bill S. 1312.

That the Senate passed S. 1520.

That the Senate passed S. 1862.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 2200.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 18, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 18, 2018, at 12:50 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 3191.

That the Senate passed S. 3238.

That the Senate agrees to the House
amendment to the bill S. 2511.

Appointment:

Syria Study Group

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 19, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 19, 2018, at 10:40 a.m.:

That the Senate agrees to the House
amendment to the bill with a further amend-
ment S. 756.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 6615.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 19, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 19, 2018, at 11:21 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2.

That the Senate passed S. 2200.

That the Senate passed S. 3085.

That the Senate passed S. 3367.

That the Senate passed S. 3444

That the Senate passed S. 3777.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 4227.
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